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however, he had been wonderfully favored in procuring
prize money, being entitled to one twentieth of all the cap-
tures on that extensive blockade. He had, consequently,
accumulated a handsome fortune of over $150,000. With
the fortune he now sought rank to which the Navy was
opposed. I have been more blamed for favoritism to Lee
than to any other officer. But while others blamed me for
favors to Lee, he was dissatisfied because I did not give
him promotion and was continually harassing my old
friend his father-in-law to press his promotion. I iiad
repeatedly assured Mr. Blair, as well as Lee, that it was
impossible to gratify him. Both they and those opposed
to him had done me injustice. I had in view the good of the
service without partiality or prejudice.

I told Moore to tell the President that Lee had now had
about nine months' waiting orders, that every officer of his
grade was on duty, that he could not expect to escape duty
and remain in the service; that his rank did not entitle him
to a squadron, but it would be unpleasant for him after
having acted as rear-admiral to take a single ship and go
under the command of another. I had, therefore, given
him the California shore station, to which, however, he
was not entitled, but as a compromise under the peculiar
circumstances. But this duty he was trying to evade
through political influence, and, instead of coming to the
Department, he was intriguing and operating through his
father-in-law and annoying the President. I requested
him to communicate the facts in full to the President, for
I desired him to know them and would myself speak to
him on the subject.

At a caucus of the Republican members of the Connecti-
cut Legislature General Ferry on the seventh ballot was
nominated. Senator Foster had been confident of a re-
election, but there never was a case worse managed. His
friends went into a caucus without qualification, having
Governor Buckingham and Ferry for competitors. B. was
from the same town with Foster, and the contest conse-